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DISC GOLF at Madeline Bertrand County Park (Niles)
The Madeline Bertrand Disc Golf course features 18 holes and is open during regular park hours. The
Disc Golf pro shop in the Visitor Center features a full line of discs and other accessories for sale.

Disc Golf Fees

Daily Disc Golf Pass: Adult $5, Youth (15 & under) $4
Annual Disc Golf Permit: Adult $35, Youth $25
Daily Disc Rental: Adult $1, Youth $.50
Located just south of Niles, Madeline Bertrand County Park offers a public area of natural beauty along the St. Joseph River.
Trails lead through pine and oak forests, offering opportunities for hiking and a 2.2 mile mountain bike trail. Covered shelters,
an indoor lodge, scenic picnic areas and a children’s playground structure make Bertrand a favorite location for family and
group outings.

35th Annual Spring Disc Golf Derby - April 30th
•
•
•
•
•
•

42 hole event - 2 rounds of 21 holes—Singles format
Space is limited - 76 player maximum
Door prizes - Trophies to top 3 in each division.
Pre registration - $25/person
Day of registration - $30/person-youth $25/person
Lunch is included in the fee

Check www.berriencounty.org/355/parks or the Madeline
Bertrand County Park Facebook page for complete tourney details.

SILVER BEACH County Park (St. Joseph)
Swimming
Kayak Rentals
Beach Volleyball
Playbround
Picnic Areas
Silver Beach is open from 5 a.m. to dusk, daily.
If you plan to visit Silver Beach County Park and go in
the water, check out the National Weather Service
Beach Hazard statement and forecast at
www.weather.gov/greatlakes/beachhazards
and "Know Before You Go!"

GALIEN RIVER County Park (New Buffalo)
Plan a visit to explore and enjoy Galien River County Park in New
Buffalo Township this spring!
The park features a 300’ Canopy Walkway through the treetops leading to
a 60’ high Marsh Overlook Tower, (pictured) with a spectacular view of the
Galien River and marsh. Down below the 600’ Marsh Boardwalk leads from
the forest edge to the River Deck on the banks of the Galien. Trails along the
wooded ridge above are available as well. It’s a great location for a casual walk
with lots of stops to enjoy the overlooks and views!

PAW PAW RIVER County Park (Watervliet)
The beautiful Paw Paw River County Park was made possible by a grant from the
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund and includes a barrier-free kayak/canoe
launch, a pedestrian bridge providing access to an island in the Paw Paw River,
a hard surface walking trail loop on the island, as well as overlook/fishing decks
and viewing areas along the Paw Paw River. This park also plays host to several
spring ephemeral wildflowers, like spring beauties, lilies and trilliums. Grab your
binoculars, fishing pole or kayak and check it out! Dog walkers welcome! Located
on M-140 in Watervliet next to Hayes Park.

HISTORIC COURTHOUSE SQUARE County Park (Berrien Springs)
The Midwest’s Oldest Surviving County Government Complex
Open All Year - Free AdmissionSummer Hours: Wednesday - Sunday, 10 am - 5 pm
313 N. Cass Street, Berrien Springs, MI
•
•
•
•

1839 Courthouse
1830 Log House
1870 Sheriff’s House
1860/1873 County
Records and
Office Building
Visit www.berrienhistory.org for program details
or call 269-471-1202

Berrien County Parks EMPLOYMENT
Interested in working for the Berrien County Department?
Check out our openings for Seasonal Parks Ranger,
Lifeguard and Park Maintenance.
To Apply: In person at the Berrien County Administration
Building – 701 Main Street, 4th Floor Parks Dept., St. Joseph
OR berriencounty.org/361/Employment

SPRING on the Trails

at LOVE CREEK! (Berrien Center)

Investigating Owls
Saturday, April 2nd 7:00pm - 9:00pm
Join us for this family friendly Owl Investigation! We will spend some time
inside learning about the adaptations that make owls special, dissecting an
owl pellet, and learning owl calls. Afterward, we’ll take a short hike at dusk
to see if we can get a look at some of our resident owls.
Cost is $5 per person and space is limited.
Call the nature center at: (269) 471-2617 to reserve your spot.

Woodcock Walk

Saturday, April 9th and Thursday, April 14th, 8:00 pm
We’ll meet at the nature center and walk
to an old field where we hope to see an
American Woodcock perform its comical
evening courtship display. (If you haven’t seen
this, you need to!) To wrap things up, we’ll do our best to bring a Barred Owl
in for a view. Bring warm, dark colored clothing and a small flashlight for the
walk back.

Frog Pond Journey
Sunday, April 24th and Saturday, May 7th, 3:00 p.m
A spring tradition! On this hike for young explorers
we'll head to the edge of our favorite pond to search
for amphibians and other aquatic creatures. (Bring
your own boots. We intend to get our feet wet…)
We’ll supply nets and other equipment!

Spring Birding in Berrien County
Berrien County is one of Michigan's most popular birding locations
and Love Creek sponsors the Berrien Birding Club. The club offers
a regular schedule of group outings open to all - and birders of all
levels are welcome. For information on upcoming outings, visit:

http://www.berriencounty.org/434/Birding

www.berriencounty.org/parks

SPRING on the Trails

at LOVE CREEK! (Berrien Center)

Woodland Wildflower Walks

The same wooded trails that provide great skiing in winter host one of the
best spring wildflower displays in our area! Join a park naturalist on one or
more of the following days for a guided walk to the best locations! Meet in
the Nature Center.
Saturday, April 16th at 11am
Saturday, April 23rd at 11am
Saturday, April 30th at 11am

Sunday, May 1st at 11am
Thursday, May 5th at 3pm
Saturday, May 7th at 11am

Wednesday Wellness Walks
Spring is one of the best hiking seasons in
Southwest Michigan and Berrien County Parks has
several scenic trails to experience. Enjoy our trails
on your own or join us for one of the weekday
morning group walks scheduled below. On these Naturalist lead hikes we’ll
explore the nature of spring and get some exercise along the way. Each hike
will last approximately 60-90 minutes and cover 2 to 2 1/2 miles.
◊ April 20th @ 10am - Love Creek County Park: Meet at the Nature Center. ($3 per car or free with parks permit )
◊ May 4th @ 10am - Galien River County Park: Meet at information kiosk. (Free)
◊ May 11th @ 10am - Paw Paw River County Park: Mett at the bridge entrance. (Free)
◊ May 18th @ 10am - Madeline Bertrand County Park: Meet in front of the lodge. ($3 per car or free with parks permit)
◊ May 25th @ 10am - Love Creek County Park: Meet at the Nature Center. ($3 per car or free with parks permit)

Great Lakes - Rocks and Fossils
Saturday, May 21st - Rock Talk at 10:00am
Are you interested in learning how the great lakes were formed? Do you have an
interest in rocks and fossils?
Join one of our naturalists at Rocky Gap County Park as we discuss how glaciation has
impacted the Great Lakes region and comb the beach for interesting rocks and fossils.
Wading boots recommended if you are not comfortable going bare foot. No fee!

Monarch Butterflies
Saturday, June 11th

Dr. Adam Baker will give a talk on Monarchs, their struggles and how
we can help. Growing up in SW Michigan, Adam spent his youth
at 3:00pm exploring everything the lower peninsula has to offer. A recent
graduate from the Entomology Dept. at the Univ. of Kentucky,
His presentation will focus on environmental pressures, why their conservation
matters and how we can offset their decline.
$3pr/vehicle or free with a Berrien County Parks Permit

www.berriencounty.org/parks

Spring RECYCLING EVENTS by Berrien County
Tuesday, April 12 - Lake Michigan College 3-7pm
4 Accepted Items: Household Chemicals, Electronics (some fees apply, payment due at the event), Foam/
Polystyrene, Personal Documents for On-Site Shredding.

Saturday, May 14 - Southeast Berrien County Landfill Recycle Center 8am-12pm
4 Accepted Items: Household Chemicals, Electronics (some fees apply, payment due at the event), Foam/
Polystyrene, Personal Documents for On-Site Shredding.

Wednesday, June 8 - Chikaming Township Hall 3-7pm
2 Accepted Items: Household Chemicals, Electronics (some fees apply, payment due at the event)
For more information, visit
www.berriencounty.org/564/Berrien-County-Community-Recycling-Event
or call 269-983-7111 x8234, email recycle@berriencounty.org.
Materials accepted from Berrien County households only.
Waste from businesses is not accepted.

Berrien County Parks Quarterly Newsletter Mailing List
• Would you like to receive news and information about seasonal events and
activities available in Berrien County Parks? The Berrien County Parks
Quarterly Newsletter is available by both email and regular mail at no cost.
• To sign up send your email or mailing address to: lovecreek@berriencounty.org.
You can also call (269) 471-2617 or stop in the office at Madeline Bertrand or
Love Creek.

• Madeline Bertrand County Park
• Love Creek Nature Center
& County Park
• Silver Beach County Park

Berrien County Parks FACILITY RENTALS
• Looking for a location for a group or
family gathering in 2022-23?

Dunes Pavilion - Silver Beach

• Berrien County Parks offer a mix of indoor
and outdoor rental facilities at Madeline
Bertrand, Love Creek, Rocky Gap and
Silver Beach County Parks!

Shadowland Pavilion - Silver Beach

• Visit www.berriencounty.org/355/parks
for more information on rental facilities at
specific County Parks locations.

Trillium Room - Love Creek
Overlook Deck - Rocky Gap

Green Room - Silver Beach

www.berriencounty.org/parks

Bertrand Lodge - Madeline Bertrand

701 Main Street
St. Joseph, MI 49085
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